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To wonder... to achieve... to make a difference... together!

Principal’s Perspective
Dear Holy Name of Jesus School Community,

I would like to take a moment to celebrate two of our HNJ leaders who also serve as spiritual leaders in their
faith communities, living out our mission to spread God’s love through word and action. First is Jeremiah
Smith, our Director of Facilities, whose journey through the Bachelor of Ministry and Theology program at the
Loyola Institute for Ministry (LIM) was transformational. Through his studies, Jeremiah discerned a call to
serve in the Episcopal Church and is now pursuing ordination as a priest. Since graduating, he has become an
Aspirant to the Priesthood and serves as a ministry intern at St. Martin’s Episcopal Church in Metairie,
Louisiana. A major milestone came on September 7, when he delivered his first sermon, a moment that
reflected both courage and deep faith. Once uneasy with public speaking, Jeremiah found his voice through the
encouragement of LIM Director Dr. Tracey Lamont, who invited him to speak at the 2023 commencement
liturgy. Jeremiah’s journey reminds us how God works through our gifts and challenges to shape us as
witnesses of His Word. Check out his sermon and more about his story here: Loyola Institute for Ministry.

Secondly, Langston Terrel, our Athletic Director, continues to live his faith boldly within his community at
Asia Baptist Church of New Orleans, where he recently spoke at the Men’s Day Service on September 28.
Centered on the theme “Courageous Men,” Langston shared a heartfelt reflection on standing firm in faith and
relying on God during life’s most difficult moments. His reflection is based on 1 Corinthians 16:13. He also
spoke about visiting his wife’s church to better understand her faith, an act that beautifully captures humility,
love, and a desire to grow in God’s presence. Langston and his wife now raise their two boys in that same spirit
of devotion, modeling faith in both family and leadership. We are grateful for the example he sets at HNJ,
showing our students and community what it means to walk with courage and share God’s word in everyday
life. You can view his reflection here: Asia Baptist Church Facebook Page.

We are grateful for these two leaders who emulate what it is to be Men for Others!

God Bless,
Kirsch J. Williams

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
http://cnh.loyno.edu/lim/achievements/answering-call-jeremiah-smith%E2%80%99s-journey-student-spiritual-leader
https://www.facebook.com/TheAsiaBaptistChurch/


To wonder... to achieve... to make a difference... together!

Wednesday, October 15
Trick or Trunk Candy Collection - SILLY SOCKS for those who donate! (see flyer below)

Trick or Trunk Food Orders Due (see flyer below)
Gator Fest T-Shirt Order Deadline (see flyer below)

Thursday, October 16
Living Rosary, 8:30 AM, Chiu Family Yard (PK3 - 7  Grade, Parents Welcome)th

Early Dismissal, Little Gators - 7  Grade - No Later Gatorsth

Prospective Family Open House 3:00 - 6:00 PM
Men’s Club General Meeting, 6:00 PM

Friday, October 17
No School PK3 - 7  Gradeth

Parent Teacher Conferences, PK3 - 7  Gradeth

Regular day for Little Gators

Saturday, October 18
Trick or Trunk  and Men’s Club Haunted House (see flyers below)

Monday, October 20
HNJ Spirit Shirt Day

House Meetings (2  - 7  Grade)nd th

Wednesday, October 22
School Picture Re-takes

Thursday, October 23
PTC Fall Meeting and Social, 6:00 PM

Spirit Shirt
Guidelines

Lunch Menu
2025-2026

School Calendar

Upcoming Important Dates

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=c_c69ea18de272fb165c429e32a14c46a182506157086f104b53494995c89926fe%40group.calendar.google.com&ctz=America%2FChicago
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ktlwcBuhertubsSTklKOMz-GYrqvqqMb/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ktlwcBuhertubsSTklKOMz-GYrqvqqMb/view
http://hnjschool.org/lunch-menu
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On behalf of the HNJ Gator Club Board Members,

Thank you to our 4 Business Members and 43 Gator Athletic Club (GAC) Members so far this
year for your generous support! Your contributions have already made a tremendous difference
in the lives of our student-athletes.

Thanks to your support, the GAC has been able to fund:
New volleyball jerseys
New swim caps
Facility rental fees for swim and volleyball practices for the year
A record-breaking 20 coaches for the fall season
Additional cheerleading uniforms for our growing team

There’s still time to help us reach our goal of 60 total members this year!
Each member will also receive a special edition GAC Nike hat as a thank-you gift for joining.

Use the link below to sign up and become a member: 25-26 GAC Membership.

Go Gators!

Wesley Keller
Tammy Gadzinski
Emily Erspamer
Jacob Keller
Russell Johnson
Mallory and Langston Terrel
Patrick Sheehan
Jonah Keller
Mary Beth Green
Dustin and Abby Donnelly
Kirk Talavera
Roger Dunaway
Matthew Cutrer
Aaron Ross
Christopher England
Davis Ruddock
Paul Bode
David Theriot
Charlie Hornsby
Michael McHugh

What’s happpening this week in

hNj AthlEtics?

5th Grade Football
10/14 vs. Christian Brothers @ La Salle, 4:00 PM 

6th & 7  Footballth

10/22 vs. Trinity @ Avenger, 4:00 PM

5  Grade Volleyballth

10/17 @ Trinity

6th Grade Volleyball
10/14 @ Hynes, 4:00 PM

7  Grade Volleyballth

10/14 @ St. George’s, 4:15 PM

Upcoming Athletic Events

Swim Team
10/16 Meet @ St. Martin’s

Cross Country
10/15 NOAL Championship Meet @ City Park

Malcolm McBee
Billy Crosby
Beau Nesbit
Aaron Ready
Ethan Zubic
Santi Iturralde
Carson Strickland
Andrew Merlino
Billy Baxter
Larry Wolford
Stephen Orkus
David Munson
Andrew Gomila
Douglas Fletcher
Scott and Breland Sternberg
Britny Trahant
David Griener
Fielding James
Peter Blamphin
Jordan Keller
Margaret Watkins

Hudson and Alyssa
Higgins

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://secure.lglforms.com/form_engine/s/2GvS_2aTXdsy5s3vGGpSEw
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Growth Mindset 

Whether a student holds a fixed mindset or growth mindset significantly impacts their learning experience—
from elementary school to high school. Students that hold a fixed mindset give up when they can’t solve a
problem and admit defeat. This can be detrimental to students’ future efforts and leads to limited student
growth.

With a growth mindset, students continually work to improve their skills, leading to greater growth and
ultimately, success. The key is to get students to tune into that growth mindset.
What’s the right approach?

First, focus on strategies not effort. Instead of, “Great effort, you really tried!” say, “That isn’t working. What
else can you try?”

BOOKS ON GROWTH MINDSET
Bubble Gum Brain by Julia Cook
Mistakes that Worked by Charlotte Foltz Jones
My Fantastic Elastic Brain by JoAnn Deak
My Strong Mind by Niels van Hove
A Whale of a Mistake by Ioana Hobai
Beautiful Oops by Barney Saltzberg
It's Okay to Make Mistakes by Todd Parr
The Dot by Peter H. Reynolds
The Magical Yet by Angela DiTerlizzi
The Girl Who Never Made Mistakes by Mark Pett & Gary Rubenstein
Zach Makes Mistakes by William Mulcahy"

Start saving your aluminum cans!

Gator Fest will have collection days that include
empty, rinsed aluminum cans for the Can Smash

booth! It’s never too soon to start saving them!

Love, your Gator Fest Chairs!

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
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https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
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The HNJ music department is pleased to announce that grades K-4 will present grade level student
performances during Gator Fest. Student performances will be in the auditorium so please bring your

child to the auditorium 20 minutes prior to his/her start time. Here are the class performance dates
and times. Please email Mrs. Ptak at eptak@hnjschool.org with any questions.

Saturday, November 15
11:00-11:05 Kindergarten 

11:30 - 11:35 1st grade 
12:00 -12:05 2nd grade 

Sunday, November 16
12:00-12:05 3rd grade 
12:30-12:35 4th grade 

You are invited to the 2025 Louisiana ACDA All-State Honor Choir concert! The concert will be held at
the Lafon Performing Arts Center on Saturday, October 18 and is free and open to the public.

Congratulations again to our students who were chosen to participate this year and who will represent
our HNJ music program.

Children's Honor Choir 1:00pm concert 10/18/25
Stella Adams

Aubrie Rose Amedee
Arlen Bustamante

Peyton Caside
Olivia Caside

Marguerite Folse
Margaret Koegler
Adalie Queyrouze
Madeleine Yelton

James Zubic

Youth Mixed Honor Choir 2:15pm concert 10/18/25
Catalina Rice
Olivia Shaw

Charlotte Suire
Brighton Materne

William Baxter

Music Notes

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
mailto:eptak@hnjschool.org
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGvcGiUU8Y/Vw5AUdYkxuGIc-J9l2JdTA/edit
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGvcGiUU8Y/Vw5AUdYkxuGIc-J9l2JdTA/edit


Parent-
Teacher

Conferences

PK-3 through 7  Grade parents will receive an
email directly from their child(ren)’s teacher(s) to
schedule a conference time. You will receive this
email by Wednesday, October 8 at 3:00 PM.

th

We look forward to the opportunity to partner
with you in your child’s education.

Note: If you need to meet with an Enrichment
Teacher, please email that teacher directly to
schedule a conference.

Friday, October 17,
2025

9:00 AM - 5:00 PM
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📣 HNJ Cheerleaders Fundraiser!
✨ Support our Cheer Team and enjoy a

refreshing treat! ✨

🍧 What: Fresh Fruit Frozen Bars (partnering
with Pepperoni’s Café)
📅 When: Monday, October 20 – during House
Meetings
🐊 Who: All grade levels (Little Gators through
7th Grade)
🍉 Flavors: Watermelon • Mango • Pineapple

To participate, please fill out the order form by
Friday, October 17 at 10:00 AM

👉 Fresh Fruit Frozen Bars.

Thank you for cheering on our cheerleaders!
Your support makes a difference!

Go Gators!

Interested in becoming an altar server at
Holy Name of Jesus Church? Any students
who have received First Communion are
encouraged to sign up. We are in need of

altar servers at all weekend masses. 

Please contact Kristy Christiansen at
kristy.christiansen@gmail.com for details.

Altar Servers Needed!

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://forms.gle/2kkfhe9henUTk2D8A
https://forms.gle/zqLJSYkfL8AjUhSu8
https://forms.gle/zqLJSYkfL8AjUhSu8
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https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
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Volunteer!

Event Registration and
Food Pre-Orders

LAST 
CANDY 

COLLECTION

ORDERS DUE 
OCTOBER 15

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A4CACA62AA2F5C70-58708979-trunk#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A4CACA62AA2F5C70-58763500-trick#/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1jYSlUEE0B-1K88Kcnlf2GOAL2h1ktJrfTpe2PvokU10/edit?usp=sharing_eil_se_dm&ts=68d15ff6
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1jYSlUEE0B-1K88Kcnlf2GOAL2h1ktJrfTpe2PvokU10/edit?usp=sharing_eil_se_dm&ts=68d15ff6
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GATOR FEST
2025

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScU4O5ZvQYJEXG6K0ao6nc5e8oV1LSX7_PPztspSPoRgroEqQ/viewform?usp=dialog
https://hnjschool.org/gator-fest
https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://forms.gle/wDcmQU635MfiZnDVA
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It's an exciting time for our 5th-7th grade students as high school admissions events are
starting to take place! Middle School students have many opportunities to explore the various
Catholic High Schools in order to identify the school that best suits their unique interests and

abilities! We strongly encourage students to experience on-campus events, including Open
Houses and Spend-a-Days. To schedule a Spend-a-Day experience or to register for other

admissions events, visit the website of the high school(s) of your choice. Absences due to Spend-
a-Day events are excused, but missed school work is still expected to be completed. 

High School Information

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScx_fxQBa3MzI4Ie-Jt3yYtmU0Ju4pwH3XyqS6UTUn502zHHw/viewform?usp=dialog
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https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://cur8.com/22562/project/134276
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HOUSE SYSTEM: OCTOBER CHALLENGES

Click the symbol for each house to find instructions for the house
challenge of the month. We look forward to building community with

the house system this year!

House of Excellence House of Reverence

House of Service House of Truth and Light

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGzu4NjVq8/8Ph4_0OxkRv8ndSr0RaD2w/view?utm_content=DAGzu4NjVq8&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=h14245b4d36
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGsly4bQIk/aVt8OpWxEW3uGMGfOc_4Gg/view?utm_content=DAGsly4bQIk&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=h15a83ebddf#1
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGtJwa7jMw/cUsqaID_dkIjpg8R3JZC_w/view?utm_content=DAGtJwa7jMw&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=hc6e7c43146
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGssN-vWrc/ZEroXPgu2FxhcxYBFUP_wA/view?utm_content=DAGssN-vWrc&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=h1c4b8c74d0
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Little Gators is accepting
donations of diapers in
collaboration with the
Junior League of New
Orleans’ Diaper Drive.
Please bring diapers to

donate to the Front Office or
Little Gators Entrance.

Thank you for your support!

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
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https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSceGGElhJPnDOzlLbSXzf8Jbbl5LYBR2uO6Jn_D4kMFplvQTQ/viewform
http://hnjchurch.org/parish-bulletin


To wonder... to achieve... to make a difference... together!

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
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